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Pope

ways to show penitence in holy year

Hy ALESSANDRE STANLEY
Meny York Tl

SHIAE o Por Foman Cotholics,
the yesr 2000 offers early galvae
don,

Pope Jobn Paul ¥ annsuncad
Fridoy that theougheout the millen-
whun colebration, penitents who
do & chartable deed or give up
cigarettes ov sleshol for o day cun
trp an “ndulgenss” that will
atlminate thne in purgatory.

Inculgencos are & form of s
neuty that pelenses penltents from
curtaln fovons of punishment o this
e or the next

The medisval chwrch sold Indub-
gances, o practics that helped drive
RMurtin Luther (o rebel, leading to
the Beformation. They remals &

L

source of theologionl debate be
tween Protestants god Catholics,
and ginee the Second Vatlean
Conriell in the 18008, the Roman
Catholie Chureh has ployed down
thalr haportance,

By pastoring ndulgances o a0
prominent a posttion, the pope s
making peniteace o theme of the
mftiennium celehration. Ye bs oo
vegssuring sonservatives in the
chorch, But by broadening the
ways bellevers can earn an i
o, e pope o also rylng to
mibue Indulgences with some of
the ecupenioal wpdelt he wants o
give the eelebrations,

I a papud bull dided “Inesrmse
lonis Mysterium” (The Mystory of
the Incarnation) tul will be ingued

Igences &

Individuals — and nations — offered

HATIOW oRLD

Eupday, Jobn Paul formally pro-

ﬂlulﬂ&f%%’ 3§&m a holy wear sl
Jusued edivts thut In many ways

sorve wi & practicd puide to spirk
tual salvaton during the peviod.

Ports of the papal document
denlt with collective penltence. The
pope asleed Catholles t seel tor
glveness for past histordont enom
during the celebration, which will
vun from Chelstoee 1999 through
the Feant of the Epiphany, Jan. 8,
2001, He also asked rich nptions w
shne or substantially eliminate
Thivd Workd debt.

T pope sald individeal sinners
would be granted “glenury ladul
gences, o Tl pardon for slas, as
apposed 1o s shortening of thesthne
spent i purgitory, I Catholie
theology, wouls in purgmtory see
purifylng themselves before thelr
sntry indo heava. He included sots
of penttence or charity worli ay 8

Cgmplaing, they puy visit the sick;

fest

nly of enrning mn indulgence, -
S Thronghour the peviod, belley.
e wilk be offered wowider selection
“of watys to reselve a plenary induls

gence. “They may follow traditions| |

Tyt ntend a pass i one of seversl
 dentgrated churches gnd perfore
Ygueh gevotions as B8 rosary. Gr,
an appendin @ the pope's letier

pihe impduonel o the disshied oo

givein %9 peIor,

O they wmay choose aots of
private sacrilice. As the sppendix,
stgned by Cardingl Willlom Bauny,
u top Vatlcan offichsl, eiplained,
“This weould Include abstalnbng for
at toast onervhole doay from sanec.
angery  consupption (g from
smoking, or sleehol, or Tasting).”
The text polats oul that slgners
ot algo fudfil the rasual apiritoa
and sacromental conditions” s

sy the “usual prayera”  ow s
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